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THE 
ference 
morning, at ten.o’clock, in the New | so many of; the people, who had come a 
(elt Lake City). from distant perts of; the Territory to 
ran the stand we noticed | be inatructed in the ways of the Lord. oe 
m Young, President | He was pleased that, we had a Terri- 
Geo, A. Smith, and President Daniel | tory teeming with Saints. Whether . , So: 
| n Hyde, Orso , isan, im 
ilford ff, Snow, | for their consideration. is a | 
Erastus § Wranklin D. Richards, re-inexistence betwi powers 
George Q.. Ga per Brigham and the latter striving 
John Smith. Yo Edwin D..| and power of the holy priesthood. We . 
Woolley, and the may expect.to have'this power tocon- 
Presidency ,| tend against continually, We have | 
W. Young, fearge the inestimable privilege of living 
Wallace, and John T. Caine, of the | under the best and most benign ¢o- ce, 
d this Stake. of vernment on the face of the. It 
Joseph Young, Albert P. Rockwood, | is a that hea ceme down 
Horace John Van/| from heayen. The Lord could not 
ro the First Seyen Presidents of | have instituted His a J 
the Seventies. Edward Hunter, Leo- pmong the nations of ‘> > 
Ww. Hordy, and Little, an their scattered 
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servants of God. There is not that 
amount of ny Ogg the Saints that 
there ought to be. e are still some- 
what divided in tem matters. If 
we are approximating to unity in 
temporal things, we are travelling to- 
wana the condition which the Lord 
desires, that is, the Order of Enoch. 
It is desirable that the Latter-day 
Saints should patronize each other, and 
not any store, unless compelled by 
necessity to do so ; if there is anything 
that they cannot possibly do without, 
then they can go to the co-operative 
stores and obtain it. At our Terri- 
torial Fair there have been just as 
good and useful articles of home- 
manufacture exhibited as can be 
manufactured elsewhere. This shows 
we have the power to sustain ourselves 
if we have but the will. To be self- 
sustaining is one of the most impertant 


principles of political economy, and is 
acknowledged to be such in every 
community. 


Gur exports should exceed our 
imports. If we attain to this 
pont, insteed of the means of the 

tter-day Sa.nts being drained out 
of the Territery they would be increas- 
ed.. We can make as good fabrics 
here as elsewhere, but we cannot 

uce them as cheap as in some 
brings in the labour 
_ question, which if not proper! u- 
lated will cause others to 
@ distance and do the labour which 
ought to be done by the Saints. 
The high price of labour will bring 
them here. lt is to provide against 
this contingency that so much has 
been said upon this matter. If the 
wers that'are in opposition to this 
ingdom had the majority here they 
would trample us under foot. It 
rests with the Latter-day Saints to 
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say whether this shall be so or not ;. 
it depends on the unity of the people 
here, and their producing what they 
need to supply their wants, and not 
sustain those who are opposed to the 
work of God. Who can reasonably 
find fault with people for pursuing . 
this course? It is necessary for the 
preservation of our existence. The 
a hty is at the head of His work 
and He has never told us to do any- 
thing but what would. be for our 
benefit. If any one thinks the Lord 
does not know His own business and - 
has not placed the right man at the 
head of the Church, let them produce 
a better if they can; if they cannot, 
let them for ever hold their peace. 

Many of the faithful servants of God 
have been taken away from the earth 
because the inhabitants of the earth. 
were unworthy of them. If we live 
consistently with the counsels of the 
servants of God, by doing all in our 

wer to bring about the Order of 

och, we shall be preparing to assv- 
ciate with them. A short time since, 
a gentleman who was here on a visit, 
asked him whether a citizen residing 
here could sell a house and lot if he 
had one to dispose of, to an outsider. 
He told him certainly he could if he 
wanted to ; but, said the speaker, if I 
had a house to sell, I would prefer to 
sell it to a friend rather than an enemy. 
The stranger agreed with that, saying 
that he had a house and lot where he 
lived, and he would see sume men ina 
warm place before he would sell his 
house to them. 

May the Lord prosper and -bless us 
all. Amen. 

Brigham City Choir, under Brother 
Fishburn, sang ‘‘ When there’s love at 
home.’ 


[TO BE CONTINUED.] 
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“HOW MANY WIVES HAVE YOU GOT?” 


‘*Hew many wives have you got?” 
Thatistheinveresting, theall-important 
question. It is the yreat question that 
plumps up into’ everybody’s mouth. 
At is the first query that is put, and it is 
put: persistentuy, to an Elder when he 
goes to see his unbelieving relatives, 
when. he goes to preach faith, repent- 
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ance, baptism, the gift of the Holy 
Ghost, tne resurrection of the deau, 
the lite everlasting, the eternal judg- 
ments, or any other principle of the 
Gospel of Jesus Christ. People now- 
a-duys do not, like poor Christian, 
stop their ears and out, ** Life! 

ite! Mternal Life!” But they do- 


| 
| 
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| 
| 
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stop their ears and cry out, ‘* Wives ! 
Wives! How many wives have you 
any princi 
Real, and that sort of hearers, and 
their mame is legion, incessantly ex- 
claim, “ Question! Question! How 
many wives have you got!” As if it 
was of thesmallest 
te them. On no account will they 
listen to ing but the “‘ previous 
ion ” own raisi 
Well, since they are so intensely 
interested in this connubial subject, to 
the’ imperative exclusion of all others, 
we may as well answer it and settle it 
onee for all, premising that it is trul 
a very important question, to us, an 
rly considered and acted upon, 


when the question really relates to 
them. We will endeavour to answer it 
for the instruction and edification of 
all our readers. It is a tieklish ques- 
tion certainly, and moreover is nobody's 
business whatever, except the parties’ 
as very many people are so y in- 
terested in our ic welfare that 


solicitude, we will reply 
end 
spirit, if they 
endeavours and bod feali ecling, 
be glad of i —_ we will try again. 
irst of and by way of farther 
introductory, we will refer to two 
temporaries. One of the editors 


Mormon” was a-euriosity, natural and 
artificial, to the editor and his friends. 
Elder Tanner treated the editor with 


erence is thus stated by the editor :— 
“Thus ended our conversation. with 
Elder Tanner. . It was in the presence 


coo e conversation, 
that calm, gentlemanly 
conduct, that said in so many words, 
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Genins asked Elder how many: 
wives he had, the ever ) 


question. Elder told him. ‘‘ Now,” 
said E)der to Peculiar Genius, ‘‘ I have: 
answered your question ; will you bei 


so kind as to inform me how : ae 
wives you have?” ‘* Oh,” said Pe 
liar Genius, ‘‘ I have only one.” “ Mab? °- 
how many mistresses have you?” 
quired . Peculiar Genins: was 
quite nonplussed at the unexpected 
query. der had him there. Pecu- 
har Genius a tly could not recole 
lect the n of his mistresses, so he 
answered not, but remained silent, 
condemned 


All that is very good for the Spi-: 
ritualist, the News, Elder Tanner, a 
the other shrewd . But we will 
answer the question in a rather dif- | 
ferent manner, for we are always 
ready to give a reason for the hope 
we can do good thereby. - | 
“* How many wives have you got ?” 
Well, so far as we are indivi Fae 


« 
~ 


fifty children, all told. We have no 
** mistresses,” not a one, of 
any colour or descripticn. e never 


have anything to do with that sort of 
mal. 


and debasing, both to man and womaa. 
So far as our own family is 

we are excellent autherity, for we 
abeut it, and 


recollect all. about. 


not know. That all depends. We 
}are not anxious upon point. Kt 
never troubles us, » blessed 


vidence regarding shall 
any wives;: we never 


‘I am master of my position.’ We dare 
not rex from the Bible stand- 

‘ble 
bet wade netjdhiugh 
The editor of the Deseret News also 
relates an anecdote im point this. 
subject. One of those ge- 
niuses, whose attention evidently is 
absorbed by this one question, put it 
1 Very nghly conducive the 
benefit of all.man and woman kind, 
cannot, or pro- 
pounding the above question, of course 

with the kindest and most neighbo 
concerned, we have not got quite a , | 
baker’s dozen yet. At present our ‘ 
family does not exceed ten wives: and 

Chicago Htualstic periodical, re- 

cently had # ‘conversation with Elder 

Nathan Tanners: ‘‘A real live! honourable relation with man, while 

t, that is, -as 
much as can be expected. How 4 
many more wives we shall have, we do 

of several witnesses, men ald women. 

The Elder was all the time under a | 

not 
de, 
aq 
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unlesa somebody particularly wishes it, 
and else partieularly wishes 
it also, and Heaven inspires us accord- 
ingly. Those are principles which we 
consider all important in the conduct 
somebody should greatly desire it, 

somebody else should greatly desire it 
also, and Heaven should inspire us 
accordingly, we can’t tell to what 


happy lengths we might be led. But it | hope 
wo 


be all right, and what is right 
can’t be wrong. We would make it 
right and have itrightanyhow. There 
is nothing desirable in anything but 
ight. There is no beauty im any- 
ting ut truth and virtue. 

‘If Scripture condemns the taking of 
wives, we should like to know where. 
When we read it, we see passages like 
the following :— 

** Marriage is honeurable in all.” 

‘* Whoso findeth a wife, findeth a 
good thing, and obtaineth favour of 
the Lord.” 

‘‘ Houses and riches are the inherit- 
ance of fathers: and a prudent wife is 
from the Lord.” 

_As to our children, we are quite 
certain that the number does not ex- 
ceed the figure named, and we ought 
to know, for we were there at the 
time, allthe times. We always are 
there at the critical moment, all the 
critical moments, as is our privilege 
and duty, to advise, assist, cheer, com- 
fort, encourage, make oneself gene- 


rally useful, and see that everything 


goes along satisfactorily. All the dia- 
monds of Golconda could not keep us 
back at those times and moments. 
What on earth is a man good for to his 
wife or wives, if he is never there at 
the critical moment? A pretty stick 
of a thing he is for a woman to rely 
on as the embodiment to her of all the 
excellences of manhood! Anything 
pertaining to life or happiness, speci- 
ally among the members of his own 
family, should be his particular busi- 
ness, and to attend to wen pores 
forte. He should make hi per- 
fectly at home there, so far as his 
knowledge and. experience go. The 
world is running mad after sin and 
death, whereas the path of mankind 
ought to lie in a contrary direction. 
We are after salvation and life and 

and we are satiafied that we 
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~~ in the right track, there or there- 
ut. 

Nevertheless, we do feel somewhat 
ashamed that the number of our chil- 
dren does not exceed fifty. It all 
comes of our backwardness, and must 
be imputed to our natural bashfulness, 
which we have grieved over, times 
without number, but which we never 
could fully overceme. However, we 
the ladies will be merciful and 
forgive us, for it is our loss as well as 
theirs. 


What does Holy Scripture say ? 

‘* Lo, children are :.n heritage of the 
Lord : and the fruit of the womb is 
His reward. Asarro-vs are in the hand 
of a mighty man; s» are children of 
the youth. Happy is the man that 
hath his quiver full of them: the 
shall not be ashamed, but they 
speak with the enemies in the gate.” 

‘* Thy wife shall be as a fruitful vine 
oy. the sides of thine house: thy 
children like olive plants round about 
thy table. Behold that thus shall the 
man be blessed that feareth the Lord. 
Yea, thou shalt see thy children’s 
children.” 

**Children’s children are the crown 
of old men.” 

Shall a man grow w in this good 
work before his oped is full? Our 
quiver is not half full yet. We are not 
in a hurry to have it quite full; because 
we would rather keep industriously at 
work, filling it. We should mortally 
hate to give up that work, which we 
must do when the quiver is full, unless 
we procure another quiver to fill. 

Jesus said, ‘‘ Suffer little children to 
come unto me, and forbid them not: 
for of such is the Kingdom of God.” 
We do not forbid them.. We do not in- 
tend to, but would much rather invite 
and encourage and assist them to come, 
only res ully s ing that they 
come one at a time, if it is all the same 
to them, as otherwise it is sometimes 
slightly inconvenient on this side the 
curtain. Yes, Indian file is a very good 
fashion for the little dears to enter any 
introduction. No, we for- 
bid not. But they do things 
differently in France and in the more 
“refined” portions of America. There 
it is unfashionable for children to come, 
bleas their little hearts. There people 
do perempterily forbid and forcibly and 
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cruelly prevent little children coming. 
Somebody has been tising the same 
ugly little game at Nottingham, in this 
recently. We advise the 
English people to stamp out that game 

mptly at the beginning. We may 
farther observe that doing differently 
to what the Mormons do, ie not neces- 
sarily doing better. In this respect it 
is doing very much worse. 

As to how many wives any other 
man has got, we are not much given to 
tea-table gossip, and we do not know 
that we ever asked the question. If 
we ever tried to count onr neighbour's 
wives, we generally got sadly mystified 
in the calculation, and had to give it 
up. Inthe arithmetic of our neigh- 
bours’ families we are as easily puzzled 
as Lord Dundreary would be. That 
is not our calling. Not being a 
‘‘ philanthropist,” nor a ‘‘ correspon- 
dent,” nor a professional boo er, 
nora ‘ Christian,” nor a product of 
civilization” merely, we are not in 
the habit of eternally poking our nose 
into the family arrangements of our 
friends and neighbours, but have 
learned somewhat to observe the Mor- 
mon creed—‘‘ Mind your own business,” 
and therewith to be content, a very 
difficult ine to 
some people. We can s upon our 
upon them we answer the leading ques- 
tion of this chapter. It takes your 
real. “true Christians,” your ‘‘ highly 
civilized” men and women, to poke 
their noses into the domestic matters 
of all their neighbours. A true 
Mormon ¢an’t begin to dolit. 

This a to the important ques- 
many wives have you 
got !” is humbly and respectfully dedi- 
cated to all anxious inquirers om the 
subject, with the fervent double hope 


that it willfprove entirely satisfactory 
to them, that, having this inter- 
esting question satisfactorily and defi- 
nitively settled, and their minds con- 

uently at rest concerning it, | 

ill mext and immediately give di 

t heed to the teachings of the 

ders of Israei, believe on the Lord 
Jesus Christ, repent of their sins, be 
baptized for the remission of them, 
have hands laid upen them authori- 
tatively for the gift of the Holy Ghost, 
and then live by every word that pre- 
ceedeth from the mouth ef God, and 
by the inspiration of the Heky @p 
that they may be saved-aud in 
the celestial Kingdom.’ These things 
are of far more importance’te mankind 
than the question as“to how’ many 
wives a icular manvhas. Upon the 
former depends the salvation of the 
world. latter only indulges a 
prurient curiosity. if 

Finally, after all we have said, if 
this answer should not prove satisfac- 
tory toany res le gentlemen, and 
they should inferm us of that fact, and 
wish further enlightenment, we will 
confess name, number, residence, and 
exact relation to us, of all the women 
who have any claim upon us, and we 
will tell what we mean to do, provided 
that our eneonaneas will faithfully 
un ® similar ordeal at our hands, 
not etherwise. All to be dene before 
any liberal number of witnesses of 
both sexes and of the highest social 
position. Those gentlemen at whose 
instance, and consequently for whose 
gratification, the inquiry shall be made, 


.Pto pay all expenses, first-class su 


for the whole company included. 
Any ‘sufficiently interested, 
would do well to mprove this oppor- 


tunity, as we may not always be in the 
46 fier ik Fe" 


MR. KENNEDY AND THE MORMONS. 


| 


specimens of his more reasonable para- 
| 
_ Of Balt Lake City he said :—* It is 
city. of. suburbs; the houses are 


Mr. Kewnepy, the Scoteh vocalist, | 

with his ter, visited Salt Lake 

City last July, and sang in: the 

Theatre: At a subsequent. concert at 

Quebec, he gave an account df his ouse 

experience in Utah. Much: of his | gatden and trees; the streets aro 

description, however, is sheer exag- | wide and clean; water is flowing 

geration for effect. We subjoin a few | everywhere. The place has a quict, 
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nice, genteel air about it.” He was 
not for he said—‘‘I was 
treated in the best possible way, and 
asked to go to several parties.” On 
another subject he said—‘‘The Mor- 
mons do not in conversation avoid the 
subject of polygamy: on the con- 
trary, they invite you to discuss it.” 
‘* But,” says he, *‘ I never could get a 
Mormon lady to look me in the face.” 


and more than look too. 

believes the Mormons 
are e said—‘“So far as I 
could learn, the people are enthu- 
siastic believers i i 
sacrifice very Much to go there, sacri- 
fice their dearest affections. ‘‘ Right 
or W they believe what they pro- 
fess.” . Kennedy believes the 
Mormons are industrious, for he said 
—‘‘The life of the Mormon is sober, 
steady, characterised with intense in- 
dustry, and economy bordering on 
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parsimony—work, w work, every- 
where. ill, the people are fond of 
amusements, and came out in num- 
bers to hear the Scotch songs.” 

Mr. Kennedy visited President 


power of the United States is launched 
against you?’ —_ he, ‘You den’t 
understand us; those who, like us, 
have implicit trust in God, do rot fear 
the face of man.’” In the course of 
interview President Young said— 
1 you’ve been singing me @ song, 
I'll tell you Thumb is 
here just now. The other evening, it 


is said, a friend of ours, a very tall 


fellow, was standing close beside Tom. 
Tom says to him, ‘I don’t believe in 
this polygamy ; I can’t understand it.’ 
‘Weil,’ says the tall fellow, looking 
down on Tom, ‘when I was your size 
I couldn’t understand it either.’” We 
— Tom felt his littleness just 


VISIT TO PROVO AND WEBER VALLEYS. 
(Editorial Correspondence of the Deseret News.) 


Bisnor Asgam who presides 
in Provo Valley, and the people gene- 
rally, gave the President and bis com- 
‘pany a hospitable reception. They 
were made welcome to the best they 
had, and they felt that they were in 
the midst perm and friends. 
| e latter of the journ 

from Provo city the wind h vane 
an equinoctial carrying with it 


such clouds of dust that upon arriving | i 


at Heber it was difficult to distinguish 
one of the —- from another by 
the features. The wind continued to 
blow with great violence through the 
afternoon and night, and it seemed 
= that the Bewery which had 
n of con- 
. Vening people have to be 
abandoned. During the evening the 
“company were j Elders Brigham 
Young, jun., and Robett T. Burton. 
At ten a.m. on Saturday morning 
assembled in 


the Elders and 
hick boon made as 
comfortable as possible by surrounding 


When the meeting 
about through, it was 
in 


Bowery 
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the sides with erates of bushee. 
Presidents D. H. Wells, Joseph Yo 


sen., and Elders Geo. Q. Cannon, W. 
Woodruff, and Presidents Geo. A. 
Smith and B. Young addressed the 
upon a great variety of prac- 
ical subjects. The addresses were 
brief and pointed, and consequently 
was 
necessary, 
the violence of the 
wind and the clouds of dust which 
filled the air, te adjourn to the stone 
schoolhouse, at the side of which the 
was built. Throughout the 
afternoon and night the rain fell 
freely, and on Sunday morning the 
surrounding meuntains and hills were 
ow with snow. 
evening of Saturday agricul- 
tural addresses were. delivered at the 
school-+house by Elders W. Woodruff, 
H. J. Faust and A. O. Smoot. We 
do not reosllect ever listening with 
greater pleasure to addresses of this 
character than: ‘we.did that evening. 


Brigham Young, ; sang to and 

said—“‘I asked Brigham 

‘What will you do when the whole 
That depends entirely on the face and 
on the spirit that shines through it. 
We never had any difficulty in getting 
: Mormon ladies to look us in the faee, 
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“They were eminently practical, well 
adapted to the audience, and, withal, 
-humorons. We wished the people of 
the entire Territory could have heard 
them ; for upon the correct carrying 
out of the views they enunciated on 
the subject of the cultivation of 
the und, the selection, the pro- 
tion and the proper care of 
teen, cattle and sheep, our future 
“prosperity depends. Such sub- 
jects will bear considerable ventila- 
tion, and there is a crying necessity 
‘for their thorough discussion in our 
midst. The ignorance which prevails 
respecting them in some places is a 
serious obstacle in the way of the pro- 
gress of the people. Many who are 
not ignorant are careless, and in such 
case the result is equally bad. 

Sunday was a beautiful day, but the 
und was too damp to admit of the 
wery being used, so the scheolhouse 

was again occupied, the women being 

‘seated inside the building, and the 
men crowding the aisles, the windows 
and every place within earshot of the 

akers. President G. A. Smith, 

der B. Young, jun., President B. 

Young and er W. Woodruff ad- 
dressed the people. Their remarks 
were very instructive, and were listened 
to with profound attention. An ap- 
pointment havirig been sent to Kamas, 
that a meeting would be held there in 


‘ the evening, the meeting was adjourned 
at half-past one to to partake 


of refreshments to reach Kamas. 
Heber City and neighbourhood are 
admirabl for the raising of 


and cheese. The is sweet and 
‘nutritious, and the butter made there 
Is very excellent. Under the skillful 


‘and very able guidance 
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Abram Hatch, in availing them- 
selves the which 
abound in t ion, people 
should soon eccees wealthy. Fuel 
and timber are convenient, and as fine 
a red sandstone is within easy distance 
of the city any that we-have seen in 
these mountains. It is found in seams 
of almost any thickness, is easily quar- 
ried, and rock of any size can be ob- 
tained for steps Asqging, or any other 
purpose, which requires but little work 
with the chisel to make it realy for 
use. Already there are several fine 
stone houses built, and if a p de- 
gree of enterprise be manif 
will have as elegant public buildings, 
residences, barns and fences in Heber 
City as can be found in any country. 
The materials are already there in any 
needed quantities to acoomplish this, 
and they only await the skill and in- 
dustry of men to bring them forth and 
give them shape and beauty. : 
We anticipate profitable results frem 
the coming fair, ‘to be held on the 4th 
and 5th proximo, for such places 4s 
Heber City. If steok-raisers take the 
interest in it which they should, we 
shall have a fine display. The people 
who live in and grazing 
districts, if they come to the fair, 
get their ideas brightened in relation 
to the best kinds of animals for them to 
breed. They can learn, if they will, 


cattle an sp is not profitable, ar 
‘that improve theugh the first 


cest may seem excessive, are in the end 
i more profitable and satisfae- 
our farmers and stock- 


this idea, then, and not till th 
the business of stock-raising become a 


Oneida 
munity 
overnight ; we invited him to our 


(U.8.A.) Cireular, the organ of the Oneida com- 
says :—‘‘A Mormon called on us on Wednesday afternoon and staid 
meetings, where, in answer toour many ques- 


tions, he gave us quitean interestinginaightinto Mormonlife. Wewere interested 
in the man’s garnest faith in God and his lo to Brigham Young. If he isa 
fair specimen of mi 20 of 
monigm being wiped out in our day. ng other things, he told ts 
tobabes, bad ‘pork were filling them ; 4 

and manufactures 


tthere shall 


them. According te this man’s statement, 


‘the Mormons are healthy, prosperous, and happy.” 


men become thoro imbued with 
ef bishop errivory. 
[TO BB CONTINTED.} 
and take charge of the telegraph ofioes a 
SmenbepDy than any women inthe world. The take care that 4 


722 LATTER-DAY SAINTS MILLENNIAL STAR. Nov. 8, 1869, 


WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 3, 1869. 


COLFAX ON CO-OPERATION AND MARRIAGE. 


Hon. Scuuriter Conrax, Vice-President of the United States, on the occasion 
of his recent visit to Salt Lake City, was serenaded by a military band, and in 
response he made a speech to the persons assembled. This was all very 
natural. It might have been expected that he would be serenaded. Common 
civility would require an acknowledgment. Schuyler could not acknowledge 
without making a speech. He would have been a disappointed man, had he 
left Utah without the opportunity to indulge in a little stump-speechery. 
Spread-eaglism is the characteristic weakness of American politicians, a 
weakness from which even the smiling but pious Schuyler is not entirely free. 
He spoke, and in the course of his speech he inveighed against co-operation and 
marriage. How could he do otherwise? Had not he just come from 
California, where his friend, Anna Dickinson, like Fisk in Wall Street, had 
been stirring up the concerning Mormon marriage, stirring them 
up with a vengeance? After that, how could he shirk that qnestion when he 
arrived on the shores of the Salt Lake? Ashe had to talk, and to talk about 
marriage, how could he do other than eppose the Mormon principles and 
‘practice thereof? How could his co-traveller, ‘‘ Deacon” Bross, do other 
than second the views of his file leader, Schuyler? Brought up in monogamic 
traditions, which sprang from rotten Rome, where a wife was expected to be 
beyond suspicion, but where a husband could have as many wives as he pleased 
in single succession, provided he divorced or killed one before he married the 
next, where a great man could debauch every single or married lady of rank 
(and of course any of lower station), and commit unnamiable crimes with persons 
of both sexes with impunity, how could it be strange that Messrs. Colfax and 
Bross should do other than speak in opposition to Heaven’s order of marriage ! 
Besides, there is no deubt but they both hope yet to sit in that wonderful 
seat—the Presidential chair. Colfax has one hand upon it now. To have 
spoken in favour of polygamy would have blown to the winds the popularity of 
both, and dashed the cup of their expectations to the earth when it had nearly 
reached the lips of ane of them at least. ‘‘ There is many a slip between the 
cup and the lip,” but ne such slip as that could be expected nor afforded. 
People often declare that they can endure all things for principle, but when it 
comes to the test man is weak, strong men are often weak, and nien ambitious 
of place, power, or money not “anfrequently prove the weakést of ler a: 

In his speech, as reported in the Springfield Republican, Mr. Colfax briefly 
expressed his gratificatien at the advance of the citizens of Utah in the various 
branches of industry, and then passed on to matters of doctrine taught in the 
Tabernacle and practised by the people. He deprecated the fact of the people 
oe -operating to sustain themselves, in opposition to their enemies. 
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a matter which the citizens of Utah understand mnch better than he does, 

though doubtless they felt very much obliged to him for his suggestions. He 
was probably partly inspired to give co-operation a rub by his brother Gentiles, 
whom that policy has left slightly disconsolate. For his and their consolation 
we may say, if all men were gentlemen, honest gentlemen, there would perhaps 
have been no apecially co-operative or exclusive dealing in Utah. But we must 
take men as they prove themselves, and adapt our policy accordingly. Gentile 


merchants have made enough out of the Utah people. It is time to stop 
that leak. 


The principal portion of his speech was occupied with the subject of marriage, 
referring to the United States law of 1862 against plural marriage, a most 
foolish and unjust law ; in fact, a portion of it is simply legalized robbery, 
because it provides for the appropriation by the United States of private 
property, without making the slightest compensation therefor. If the United 
States Government itself sets the example of plundering the people, how can 
it be expected that the United States officials, and, indeed, the people at large, 
should avoid becoming a nation of plunderers? Such a law it is an honourable 
thing for any people, in sheer self-defence, to ‘‘ drive a coach and four 
through.” No man is under righteous condemnation for evading an 
unrighteous law. 

Mr. Colfax held that plural marriage, with the Mormons, is not a matter of 
religion. To which it is sufficient to answer that were it not for their religion, 


very few Mormons would have been led to believe that doctrine, and none 
would have practised it. ) 


He further stated that the Doctrine and Covenants forbids polygamy, which 
is not the fact. His premises in this connection being false, there is n 
necessity for answering the arguments based thereon. : 

He also referred to the frequently quoted, but almost invariably garbled, 
passages in the Book of Mormon referring. to this doctrine. Those passages are 
as follows :— 


For behold, thus saith the Lord, this people begin to wax in iniquity ; they 
net the scriptures excuse themselves in com- 
mitting whoredoms, because o e thi which were written concerning 
David, and Solomon his son. Behold, David and Solomon yor had many 
wives and concubines, which thing was abominable before me, saith the Lord ; 
wherefore, thas saith the Lord, I have led this people forth out of the land of 
Jerusalem, by the power of mine arm, that I might raise up unto mea righteous 
branch from the fruit: of the loins of Joseph. Wherefore, I, the Lord God, 
will not suffer that this people shall do like untothem of old. Wherefore, my 
brethren, hear me, and hearken to the word of the Lord : for there shall not 
any man among you have save it be one wife ; and concubines he shall have 
none: For I, the Lord God, delighteth in the chastity of women. And 
whoredoms are an abomination re me: thus saith the Lerd of hosts. 
Wherefore, this e shall keep my commandmenta, saith the Lord of hosts, 
or cursed be the for their sakes. For if I will, saith the Lord of hosts, 
raise up seed unte me, I will command my people : otherwise, they shall hearken 
unto these things. | ny? 

Behold, the Lamanites your brethren, whom ye hate, because of their 
filthiness and the cursings which have come upon their skins, are more 
righteons than you ; for they have not forgotten the commandment of the 
Lord, which was given unto our fathers, that they should have, save it were 
one wife; and concubines they should have none; and there should not be 
whoredoms committed among them. 
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From which it will be seen that the prohibition amounted to a temporary 
withdrawal of privileges, for flagrant abuse thereof, leaving it optional with 
the Almighty to restore them when and where He thought proper. Tha 
divine prohibition referred to a particular people, and tHere is no record in 
the world’s history that a similar prohibition was ever given to any othe, 
people. It is altogether illogical, indeed puerile and impious, to apply that 
prohibition to all people indiscriminately. If Mr. Colfax had taken the pains 
to read carefully the Book of Mormon, he need not have made himself ridiculous 
in referring to it. When a man argues upon false premises, his argument falls 
to the ground impotent. When he finds out that he has been constructing 
@ smashing argument upon false premises, he is apt to think to himself—‘‘ Why 

everybody will call me a fool for my pains!” 

Mr. Colfax contended that if the Mormons were allowed to break the law 
against plural marriage on religious grounds, a Hindoo might burn his widow 
on the same grounds, the strong could take the wives of the weak, the learned 
of the unlearned, the rich of the poor, &c. All that is simply sophistry, not 
argument. To destroy life and to commit adultery are alike condemned by 
the laws of Ged and man, though, alas! much approved by pernicious custom 
in many Christian countries, Mr. Colfax’s own land among the foremost. But 
we defy Mr. Colfax to prove that the Almighty ever forbade marriage, single 
or plural, except in the solitary instance mentioned in the Book of Mormon. 
We defy him to do it, because we want him to doit, if he can. Marriage, 
single or plural, is honourable, and therefore it is commendable. Marriage, 
single, or plural, is not sin, except where in opposition to a commandment of 
the Lord, and then it is sin against Him. Otherwise, whom does a man sin 
against when he marries? Against himself? No. Against his wife? No. 
If a man and woman desire to be married, where is the sin of it? If she be his 
second or third wife, the honour and duty due the previous wife or wives shall 
he not diminish, then he sinneth not, let him marry as he will, if done 
according to the law of the Lord. 

Mr. Colfax suggests that if it is claimed that the obnoxious law is uncon- 
stitutional, the courts of the United States are open and they can test that 
question. To be sure they can, but does he think the Mormons are going to 
take it there? A man would have little sense to do that. They can get along 
very well as things are. They are quite satisfied on the question of consti- 
tutionality or unconstitutionality, just as satisfied as any court can make 
them. The Mormons can settle all their own little difficulties much cheaper 
and more satisfactorily than by going to law about them. They are wise 
enough fer that. A man has little sense who needlessly runs his head into 
court. It is bad enough to go there when you are obliged to go. The 
Mormons have a constitutional dislike to litigation, and consequently they 
avoid the meshes thereof, and the traps, gins, and snares of lawyers. Litigs- 
tion feeds a lot of harpies in the shape of pettifoggers, rather than subserves 
the end of justice. 

If this marriage question is ever in court, those who are aggrieved should 
take it there. Who is aggrieved ? What man besides the husband is aggrieved! 
Surely he is not, or he would not marry. What woman besides the wives is 
aggrieved? Surely they are not, or they would not be married. Was there 
ever & woman aggrieved by her marriage, when she had her own deliberate 
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free will and choice? That would be a new thing under the sun. Therefore 
if none but the aggrieved take this question into court, and certainly none but 
they should, if they are able, it will never go there. Who else but the 
aggrieved has any business to complain? No grand jury with a grain of sense 
would indict a man, on the merits of the case alone, for disobeying a law which 
was inherently unrighteous, the transgression of which aggrieved no one, and 
which law ought in all justice to be ignored, to become obsolete, or to ‘be 

And if a grand jury did indict in such a case, for any purpose, no 
petit jury of sense would bring in guilty, when there was no intention to 
aggrieve, where none were aggrieved, and where there was no possibility of 
any one being aggrieved. But if none wereaggrieved, then why the obnoxious 
law, with the silly and wasteful fanfaronade of taking offences against it into 
court to test its constitutionality, when every man of common sense can see 
that it is unjust and injurious, and practically a dead letter! If the men were 
forced to marriage, if the women were forced to marriage, if any body’s rights 
were trampled upon, if morality or the peace or good order of society was 
endangered, it would be a different thing. Somebody would be aggrieved 
then. But who shall deny a woman her choice of a husband, when she really 
knows whom she wants ? 

Mr. Colfax says the people of other Territories do not complain of the law 
restricting them to one wife. Very likely not. They know no better. That 
law does not conflict with their religion, what little they have. Besides they 
are not much given to marriage. One wife is enough for any of them, tao 
much for most of them (unless it is another man’s wife), and certainly more 
than many of them deserve, because adultery and other lewdness flourish among 
ee — Colfax would not bring down the Mermons to their level, 
WO ? 

The pith of the matter appears to be this—Congress made a very foolish, 
shert-sighted law against polygamy, and now hates to back down from it. 
There is an easy way to get ont of the predicament. The law in question 
applies only to the Territories. Let Congress admit Utah as a State into the 
Union, and then everything will be right and nobody seriously hurt. Other- 
wise Congress, and with it Colfax and others, may yet find themselves as the 
Chicago Tribune says the late ex-President Pierce found himself—‘‘ He lacked 
the capacity to comprehend the ideas to which he stood opposed, and, like 
Pharaoh in the Red Sea, he could not help despising the power that over- 
whelmed him-” | | J.J. 


Tue GzenzraL ConrerEnce.—The semi-annual Conference held at Salt Lake 
City Oct. 6, 7, 8, 9, and 10, appears to have been a grand success, and to have 
passed off very satisfactorily.. The weather was most propitious, and the 
immense New Tabernacle was crowded, from which it may be. assumed that 
about 10,000 people assembled from various parts of the Territory to worship 
the Lord, and to deliberate about the best means to further the great work in 
which they and we are engaged. The vast congregations in Conferenes 
assembled were addressed by Presidents Brigham Young, Geo. A. Smith, aad 
D. H. Wells; also President Orson Hyde, Elders Orson Pratt, Wilford 
Woodrnff, Charles C. Rich, Lorenzo Snow, Erastus Snow, Franklin D. Richards, 
George Q. Cannon, Brigham Young, jun., and Joseph F. Smith ; and Rev. 


or 

3. 

vt 
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‘Mr. Coe, who had lately visited Palestine. Among other important subjects 
discoursed upon during the five days of the Conference were union, co-operation, 
celestial marriage, home produce, home manufactures, silk and mulberry 
culture, and building up the kingdom generally. 

In the course of the Conference, nearly 200 Elders, mostly of much expe- 
rience, were called to go on missions—one to Norway, one to Sweden, two to 
Switzerland, three to the Sandwich Islands, and most if not all the others to 
New England and other eastern States, where the people appear to be very 
sadly benighted in regard to the true principles of political, social, and domestic 
economy, and of temporal and eternal salvation generally. 

‘To those Saints just arrived from the various nations of the earth, and 
accustomed to assemble in congregations of a dozen or a score, the Conference 
must have been an especial treat. It is always pleasant to be in the majority, 
when the majority is in the right. In Zion the Saints have a very decided, an 
overwhelming majority. Indeed they are a highly favoured people in many 
ways. They are right on the world’s highway, where everybody of enterprise 
visits them, and everbody of sense admiresthem. They are a community where 
every man meets a brother and a friend. They have the only true religion on 

earth, because there is only one, and they have it. In proportion to their 
numbers they have more converts and mere immigrants than any other 
community. They have less drunkenness, less profanity, less gambling, less 
Tewdness, less crime, than any other people. The cities of Utah are the most 
peaceable cities on the continent of America, and the people of Utah are the 
most industrious and moral people. They have the biggest meeting-house, 
and one of the largest and finest organs, the best organ-blower, an excellent 
choir, bigger and more intelligent congregations, bigger and better and 
handsomer majorities, less and worse and uglier minorities, more union, more 
peace, more brotherhood, more sisterhood, better husbands, better and hand- 
‘somer and more fruitful and more faithful wives and more of them, better and 
brighter children and more of them, more father-in-laws and more mother-in- 
‘laws, and a far more promising outlook, than any other community in America, 
and America professes to be the foremost country in all this world. J.J. 


— 


THs Conrgrences.—Elder L. W. Shurtliff writes from London, Oct. 20— 
‘* We are getting along very well. I can see a marked improvement in all the 
branches. Baptisms are becoming freqaent, and the people are alive to their 
duties, but times are hard, with little work and less money.” — 

Elder ©. J. Mosely writes from Southampton, Oct. 25—‘‘ We get very good 
‘meetings and a few strangers ceme to them. I think there are yet a good 
many honest-hearted people who will hear the sound of the Gospel, obey its 
away from these lands with the faithful of 

God's people. We are going on pretty smoothly now, and our local Eiders are 
work in which I amengaged.” 

Wer Geo. H. Peterson informa us tht the Confers 
willbe held at thet placo on the sooond Sunday in Janaary. 


¢ 
| 
a 
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THe Minnesota Oompany.—Elder James Needham writes from New York, 
Oct. 18, that on leaving Liverpool the company was organized into four wards, 
with a president to each, also a captain of the guard, and a drummer to call 
the company to prayer morning and evening, were appointed. Elder Needham 
says—‘‘ We have truly had a splendid voyage, having only had about twelve 


hours of heavy weather. The Lord overruled all for our good, for had we gone 


into Queenstown we should have been in the midst of a heavy gale. All has 
passed off well, and we have had little sickness.” 


CORRESPONDENCE. 
Many come out to hear us, and we 
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ENGLAND. 
5, Lawrence Street, Sund 
October 27, 1869. 
President Carrington. 

Dear Brother,—I am pleased to tell 
you that Brother Noble and myself 
are well in body and mind. We are 
blessed in performing the - labours 
assigned unto us, and I believe we are 
doing the best we can with the limited 
amount of knowledge that we have, as 
also our short experience in preaching 
the Gospel. To encourage us in the 
performance of this labour the Lord 
1s blessing us in all we do. Without 
doubt our labours are crowned with 
success. We keep adding to our num- 
ber, and are strengthened and encou- 
raged on the right hand and on the 
left. There is a decided improvement 
with the people and ourselves, which 
the Saints are not backward in acknow- 
ledging, and they rejoice so to do. We 
feel, by the Spirit which is in us, that 
when we have finished our labours in 
this part of the Lord’s vineyard, we 
shall see a far different state of things 
from what there was when we came 
here. May the Lord grant that such 
may be the case. We fast and pray for 
it, and our prayers are heard so far. 
The kingdom is on the increase in this 
part, gaining in numbersand influence. 


look forward to thetime, before we leave 
here, of seeing them’ baptized by the 
dozen, ins of yo We have 
visited some places w the Gospel 
has never been preached before, and 
we have full meetings and good atten- 
tion is given to whatis said. There is 
a inquiry about the people of 


. We held a gm gaa meeting in 
Newcastle on the 24th ult, for all the 
priesthood in the Conference, at which 
there was a good attendance. The 
brethren all felt well, and a good 


spirit prevailed. All felt a 
in the work, and I den’t think 
England can bring forth a better lot of 
_— and people than we have 

ere in the Durham and Newcastle 
Conferences. The Spirit of God was 
among the brethren, and fora while I 
hardly knew whether I was in England 
or in Utah. 

The Saints are kind and they ad- 
minister to our wants, and appear to be 
willing to do all that is required of 
them. 

Brother Noble joins with me in love 
to you and all in the eflice. 
Your Brother in the Gospel, 
Gzo. H. Psrerson. 


SS 


UTAH NEWS. 


Tue following are from the Deseret News to October 12:— 
Mr. Stephen Massett, alias ‘‘ Jeems Pipes, of Pipesville,” was at Salt Lake 


City. 7 
oat, ® quarter of an inch thick formed at Salt Lake City on tho night o 


Hon. Mr, Diehl delivered a second lecture on the Lands of the Bible, in the 


Old Tabernacle, Oct. 5. 


? 
d 
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Hon. Joseph A. Young returned home from the Eastern States Oct. 8. 

‘Madame Scheller had entered on a short engagement at the Theatre. 

Mr. Henry L. Cook, of Newton, Utah Co., had his leg amputated in conse- 
quence of the spreading of gangrene from his toes up his leg. 

‘Colonel Thomas Bullock states that grasshoppers were hatching out by 
thousands in the Weber Valley. 

The Utah County Agricultural and Manufacturing Fair was held in the 
basement of the Meeting House, Provo, Oct. 1 and 2. 


The Utah Central Railroad track was laid across the bridge over the Weber 
river, and the switch and siding east of the bridge were completed. : 


Tbe miners engaged in tunneling in the coal mine of Messrs. Crisman and 
Maxwell, in Grass Ureek -eafion, near Coalville, had struck a vein of good coal 
about five feet in thickness. 

The stockholders of Zion’s Co-operative Mercantile Institution held a meeting 
in the Old Tabernacle, Oct. 5. The half-yearly report was read, which 
appeared to be highly satisfactery. 

Timely discovery and vigorous preventive exertions, saved the workshops of 
Smith Brothers, carpenters and builders, State Road, from destruction by fire 
on the evening of Sept. 29. 


Mr. Samuel Pitchforth reports matters at Nephi in a prosperous condition. 
The heavy crops raised the past season have nearly all been thrashed. New 
of the ake end City choirs d 

The excellent singing o e and Brigham City choirs during 
Conference is highly spoken of, and the performances of that “‘ prince ereo»” 
blowers ”—Brother Charles Moore, are liberally praised. 


A mass meeting was held in the New Tabernacle, Oct. 7, Hon. Geo. A. 
Smith presiding. The building was crowded, and a memorial to Congress, 
agking the admission of Utah into the Union as a State, was adopted. 


The missionaries who had been called during Conference, were to start as 
follows—first company to leave Uintah Oct. 25 ; second company, Nov. 1 ; third 
company, Nov. 20; a few, who held public offices, could not start before Feb. 


Bishop Thurber reports he pe in Spanish Fork prosperous, the crops, 

both of in and fruit, very good, co-operation flourishing, the — of 

ish Fork making a road through the cajion to get coal from Fairview. 

e health of the people, young and old, has been very good the past season, 
they paying considerable attention to the Word of Wisdom. 


President Orson Hyde reports general good health in San Pete, though some 
sickness, chiefly diarrhoea, had prevailed during the summer. The wheat crop 
was unparalleled, corn very good, potatoes excellent, oats and barley a failure, 
peas very good and a large quantity raised. Co-operation was prosperous, 
coal and wood abundant, a good spirit prevailing, with much inquiry respecting 
the re-settlement of the Sevier Valley. 


A company of 40 Saints from Georgia and other States, in charge of Elder 
Jesse W. Crosby, jun., arrived at Ogden Oct. 56. Elder Orosby had been 
labouring in Georgia the previous eighteen months. Elder O. H. Riggs, who 
had been labouring with him for ayear, also returned with him. Elder Crosby 
believes there is an excellent field for preaching the Gospel in Georgia and 
Mississippi, many in those regions being anxious to hear the truth. 


‘The members of the Mormon Battalion and the recently called Missionaries 
had a very pleasant social party at the Social Hall, Oct. 7. The First Presi- 
dency and several of the Twelve were present. The company were addressed 
by Major Jefferson Hunt, Presidents Brigham Young, George A. Smith, and 
Daniel H. Wells, President Orson Hyde, and Elders Levi W. cock, Samuel 
Thompson, Dimick B. Huntington, and Henry W. Brizzee. Songs, toasts, and 
the dance made the hours pass fleetingly. 
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Tue following are from the Salt Lake Telegraph to Oct. 6 :— 
The Telegraph recommends the establishment of a boot and shoe factory in 


In sokpowlenging a serenade by a U.S. saiitery bam, Oct. 5, Vice-President 
Colfax exp his pleasure in re-visiting Salt Lake City, complimented the 
citizens on their industry, and di with the doctrines tatght in the 
Tabernacle, especially regarding Bross. followed in the 
same strain. Colfax party consisted of Hon. Schuyler Colfax and wife ; 
Miss Marcia Wade, sister of . Colfax; Governor Bross, wife, and daughter ; 
Sam. Bowles, of the Springfield Ppenneen and wife; Mrs, L. G. Calhoun, of 
the Tribune; and Mr, R. Swain Gifford, of New York. At Uintah they were 
joined by, Geo, W. Frost, Esq., wife, and two daughters, of Omaha. Mr. 
Colfax left Salt Lake City, Oct. 6. | 


SUMMARY OF NEWS, 


Mr. James Mace, ee ee dined with a distinguished company 
at the residence of the Hon. 
with a numerous party by Commodore Cornelius Vanderbilt.—New York Sun. 


Anna Dickinson lectured to the people of Omaha, Oct. 26, and ‘‘ closed with a very 
enthusiastic peroration upon the divinity of motherhood.” The Herald of that city 
says—** Miss Anna herself ought to be a wife and mother, if she can spare the time, 
before she again discourses on motherhood.” 


The storm and floods of early October are talked of by the New England papers as the 
most memorable of the century.——The *‘ Liverpool Mercury ” of Oct. 27 says, ‘* Durin 
last week 113 w-vecks were a pn. making for the present year 1958.——-A colou 
woman in Kent icky presented somebody with six picaninnies at one swoop—mother and 
little cnes all d>.ng well.——Horace Greeley says he does not want office, and he hopes 
his brethren of tae press will never mention the subject again.——Miss Edmonia High- 
gate, a well-educated coloured woman, calls Miss Susan B. Anthony the John Brown and 
Gerrit Smith of the woman’s cause.——The Denver and Cheyenne Railroad progresses 
at the rate of a mile per day.——-A heavy shock of earthquake occurred at Lorenzo, 
California, Oct. 1——The Chinamen working om the Virginia City and Truckee Rail- 
road were driven off, Oct. 1, by a mobofwhitemen. Government assistance was asked 
for.———Seward has gone to Mexico.—Hon. John Rose says Canada has a future, but 
there need be no hurry about it, as itis sure to come.——Simms Reeves became indig- 
nant at the chorus singers at the Leeds Theatre, and he struck one with his fist and 
another with his foot, while on the stage.——-M. de Beaumont has cut Prince Metter- 
nich’s brachial artery in a duel, near Kehl. The omnibuses pleugh through the mud 
of Umaha streets, sometimes sticking fast though.——Severe earthquakes occurred at 
St. ‘Thomas’s and Jamaica, West Inuies.——Richard Listar, of Loadon, threw Charles 
Switt into a copper of boiling water, causing his death.——Rev. samuel Denby is the 
fortunate incumbent of the rectory of Pensthorpe, near Fakenham, werth £50 a year. 
There are 12 inhabitants, but no church.,———The ** Liverpool Mercury” has got sick of 
correspondence on the momentous question of turning to the east during the creed.—— 
A dish of brains of ostriches was placed before Eugenie at Constantinople.——If you 
want. four months’ board and lodging at the public expense, go and pull a Sheffield 
policeman’s whiskers.——-An interuational company is w be formed to build a bridge 
copnecung Knyland aud France.——lIt is said that a number of ‘‘ Anglican clergymen ” 

.are williug to yo Over Ww tue Catholics, if they can take their wives with them.——All 
througu Seuth-west America, Auguss ushered in uaasually strong earthquakes.—— 
Colliery disturbances are reported in South Yorkshire.——the President of the United 
States nas appusuted Nov. 1s tor a thanksgiving day. A million and a half of men 
are sald 10 ve out of work Kngland of the Isle of Man 
the other day to awend an auction sale of farm svock.——A St. Louis husband paid his 
wife $2,000 to desert him.——Spanish eveuts have made Garibalui rather conservative. 
He would rather be paueat tuan provoke civil war.——Mrs, Williams, of Ruabon, 
recently died, aged 1v4.——Another railway collision near Durham, and another aeac 
Barnsiey, and another at Dudley Port. 


ohn Morrissey, and on the fellowing day was entertained. 


Utah. 
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